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We are pleased to present this issue of *Seminars in Pediatric Infectious Diseases*, which focuses on infectious diseases in developing countries. Our authors are leading experts in each of their fields. They live and work all over the world---Mexico, southern Africa, Chile, and the United States. In 2000, an estimated 10.5 million children younger than the age of 5 years old died worldwide, most in developing countries. Seven of every 10 deaths can be attributed to five main causes: pneumonia, diarrhea, measles, malaria, and malnutrition. The human immunodeficiency virus/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS) epidemic further exacerbates each of these causes. In addition, tuberculosis remains a critical issue in childhood health. Hence, in this issue we have chosen to focus on these concerns, bringing to light many prevention strategies to further reduce the incidence of child mortality.

Acute respiratory illnesses (ARI) are the greatest cause of morbidity in pediatric populations worldwide. They are the most common reason for seeking medical care. Pneumonia, one type of acute respiratory illness, accounts for many of the deaths in children younger than 1 year of age. Social, environmental, and biologic factors all play roles in exacerbating the morbidity and mortality rates from ARI in the developing world. The authors highlight many of these issues as well as the specific organisms that cause most illness and many prevention strategies.

Diarrhea also remains a significant cause of morbidity and mortality, particularly in infants. Advances in the symptomatic treatment of diarrhea and dehydration have decreased the mortality rate from diarrhea during the last decade. However, many of the illnesses associated with diarrhea continue to hamper children's health in the developing world. In this article, the authors discuss the advances that have been made in providing care for children with diarrhea as well as further steps needed to continue to lower the disease burden.

Tuberculosis, malaria, and HIV together represent a significant percentage of the morbidity and mortality in children today. Malaria and tuberculosis are ancient diseases that continue to plague children, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa. HIV, although a relative newcomer, has exacerbated the magnitude of illness children face. Each of these diseases can be prevented with relatively inexpensive measures. Because each of these illnesses has such a major impact on children's health, each is highlighted in its own article.

For pediatricians in the United States, many of these illnesses may seem remote. However, as world travel increases, many of these infections will find their way into our borders. During the severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) epidemic, several cases attributed to foreign travel were found in the United States. This country always has been a nation of immigrants, and as immigrants continue to arrive from developing countries, so do the infectious agents found in these countries. A unique and rapidly growing group of immigrants are those children adopted internationally. The health issues of immigrants also are discussed in this issue of *Seminars*. We hope you enjoy this issue of *Seminars in Pediatric Infectious Diseases.*
